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CURRENT PROBLEMS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under this heading appear summaries of data which, in 500 words or less,
would increase our comprehension of socially compelling problems, hopefully
move us somewhat closer to a solution, and clearly show promise of tran-
scending their own origin in the Zeitgeist; additional details concerning the
results can be obtained by communicating directly with the investigator or,
when indicated, by requesting tabular materml from ASIS National Auxiliary
Publications Service.

The Journal of Social Psychology, 1971, 83, 307-308.

AFFILIATION MOTIVATION AND BELIEF IN
EXTRATERRESTRIAL UFOs*

Department of Psychology, Hoavard University

LawrrNce W. Lirtic

Interest in the existence of extraterrestrial life and its manifestation in the
form of “unidentified flying objects” (UFQs), such as flying saucers, exhibits
a persistence, in the absence of objective evidence,! that suggests that beliefs
about such phenomena are deeply embedded in personality. To explore this
possibility the relationship between affiliation motivation? and the belief that
UFQs originate in other worlds was considered. Implicit in the belief that
UFOs come from outer space is the assumption that life, much as we know
it, exists in other worlds. This belief, it was conjectured, may represent a
projection of a human disposition to be accepted and loved by others (the
affiliation motive). It was hypothesized that strong affiliation motivation is
associated with a belief in the alien origins of UFQs. This hypothesis was
predicated on the assumption that in a peopled universe the possibilities of
positive emotional responses from others are greater than in an empty universe,

The Test of Insight® was administered to 77 undergraduate students, Their
responses were coded for affiliation motivation. The range of scores was from

* Received in the Editorial Office, Provincetown, Massachusetts, on May 27, 1970.
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zero to 10 with a median of four. Seven subjects scoring at the median were
discarded. Subjects (n — 34) above the median were considered to be strong
and subjects below (7 = 36) were considered to be weak in affiliation moti-
vation. The mean strong and weak affiliation motivation scores were 7.79
and 2.03 respectively. The hypothesis was tested by comparing responses of
strong affiliation motivation subjects with responses of weak affiliation moti-
vation subjects to Likert-type* alternatives to the statement, “Further research
on UFOs (Unidentified Flying Objects, e.g., ‘flying saucers’) will reveal that
they come from outer space,” which was administered as part of a six-item
“Current Scientific Affairs Questionnaire.”

The response scale ranged from Strongly Agree (42) to Strongly Disagree
(—2) with the statement. The strong affiliation motivation subjects’ mean
response (.15 =%.72) was in the direction of agreement with the statement,
whereas the mean response (—.22 == .97) of the weak affiliation motivation
group was in the direction of disagreement with the statement. This difference
of .37, though small, was statistically significant (¢ = 1.76, df = 68,
? < .05). No significant differences were present for any of the other five
“neutral” items in the Current Scientific Affairs Questionnaire.

It is commonly accepted that belief in the existence of advanced forms of
life on other planets can be explained by reference to psychelogical factors.
Typically, however, such beliefs are relegated to the neurotic, irrational, or
less intelligent {or are presented as scientific inferences based upon statistical
probabilities).® The study lends some support to the idea that the belief in
UFQs, as an index of life on other worlds, is related to psychological pro-
cesses, but it suggests that the relationship is with normal rather than abnormal
psychology. Belief in life on other worlds tends somewhat to be a function
of a very human characteristic—the need to be responded to positively by
other human beings,
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